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GABRIEL
CABEZAS

cello

Sunday, January 19, 2025

5:00pm
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 E. Broad Street

Tickets: Adults $30/Students $15
Online: SteepleConcerts.org or scan QR code here
Tickets also available at the door.

Steeple Concerts
at  St. Paul’s

2024-2025
Season

Named one of “23 Composers 
and Performers to Watch in ’23” 
by the Washington Post, he is a 
prolific and sought-after soloist 
and collaborator, as comfortable 
interpreting new works as he is 
with the pillar scores of 
the cello repertoire.

Renowned Cellist Gabriel Cabezas
To Perform in Westfield on Sunday

WCP Takes The Audience Through the
Trials and Tribulations of Relationships in
I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change

By DEVON GOHDE

WESTFIELD – Relationships are
complex, from first-date anxiety to
marriage and beyond. The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) produc-
tion of Joe DiPietro’s I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change invites
the audience to reflect on their own
romantic experiences, often with a
knowing wink and a nudge. The show’s
universal themes of love, longing, and
the quirks of modern relationships reso-
nate across age groups, making it an
enjoyable experience for a broad audi-
ence.

The central appeal of I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change lies in its
relatable themes and catchy songs.
Directed by Brian Remo and produced
by Fred Cuozzo, The WCP’s take on
the timeless musical showcases the
trials and tribulations of dating. In-
stead of following a singular plot like
more traditional musicals, each musi-
cal number is a quick look at various
men and women navigating the brutal
world of dating, marriage, children,
and relationship struggles.

This unique approach allows the
musical cast to step into a new role for
each of their musical numbers. The
cast consists of Brendan Joel Bartlett,
Connor C. Introna, Ami Martino, Tay
McQueen, Meg Murray, and Greg
Perkins. Their dynamic and hilarious
performances are the heart of the show,
turning each sketch into a celebration
of modern relationships’ joys, chal-
lenges, and quirks.

This structure allows them to show-
case their talents as performers. From
Ms. McQueen gleefully singing about

receiving a phone call from a man
she’s dating in “ He Called Me”  to
performing a raw and honest mono-
logue as a recent divorcee finding her-
self back in the dating scene in “The
Very First Dating Video of Rose Ritz,”
to Mr. Introna playing as a lawyer who
will defend clients of disappointing
sexual encounters in “Satisfaction
Guaranteed “ to later sing  a heartfelt
ballad on why he hasn’t fallen out of
love with his husband despite what
studies say in “Shouldnt I Be Less In
Love With You?”

Despite the musical’s primary focus
on relationship dynamics, some scenes
take a look at relationships outside of
a couple dynamic. Ms. Martino per-
forms a hilarious number, “Always
and Bridesmaid,” as a woman who
finds herself as always the bridesmaid,
never the bride. However, they take
the twist of the phrase where the sea-
soned bridesmaid finds peace with not
having the stress of marriage in her
life. There is also a look of disgruntled
parents (Mr. Introna and Ms. Martino)
frustrated that their adult son (Mr.
Bartlett) and his girlfriend (Ms.
McQueen) decide to break up instead
of getting married and giving them
grandchildren in “Hey There, Single
Guy.”

The breakdown of scenarios allows
this talented cast to bring the audience
on a rollercoaster of emotions about

the many hardships of building mean-
ingful relationships and moving on
from broken ones.

Performing on a small stage with
only a little set design gives the cast the
challenge of bringing the performances
to life, which they successfully achieve.
One that stands out is Perkins, Martino,
Bartlett, and McQueen in “Highway
of Love,” performing as a family on an
outing while the father (Mr. Perkins)
speeds in his beloved sports car. The
use of rolling chairs circling the stage
brings the extra hilarity to the song’s
already hilarious lyrics.

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now
Change’s timeless appeal lies in its
clever exploration of love’s many fac-
ets, allowing the music to elevate the
humor and heart of the show. With a
two-person musical ensemble, Kyle
Cao on piano and Shania Carinha on
violin, the production’s intimate feel-
ing allows audiences to build a con-
nection with the various characters.
It’ll have you laughing until you cry
and bring you to tears during its final
musical number. If you have ever been
in love or just a human in general,
make sure to check out WCPs  produc-
tion of I Love You, You’re Perfect,
Now Change. Show dates include Janu-
ary 18, 24, and 25 at 8 p.m. and Janu-
ary 19 at 2 p.m. For more information
or for tickets, call (908) 232-221 or
visit www.wcptheatre.org.

WESTFIELD – Acclaimed cel-
list Gabriel Cabezas will grace the
Steeple Concerts stage at St. Paul’s
Church in Westfield this Sunday,
January 19, at 5 p.m. In 2023, this
exceptional young cellist was named

one of “23 Composers and Perform-
ers to Watch….” (Washington Post).
Now, in 2025, he is a nationally
sought-after soloist and collabora-
tor who is “as comfortable inter-

preting new works as he is with the
pillar scores of the cello repertoire”
(About—Gabriel Cabezas). Cellist
aficionados in Westfield and be-
yond will not want to miss this high-
lighted musical event.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is
located at 414 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. Concert tickets,
priced at $30 for adults and $15 for
students, can be purchased online at
www.steepleconcerts.org or at the
door. Parking is free in the church’s
parking lot or on nearby St. Paul’s
Street. A “meet and greet the artist”
reception follows the event.

Mr. Cabezas (b. Chicago 1992),
studied first under H Jørgen Jensen
at the Academy of the Music Insti-
tute of Chicago. In 2009, he contin-
ued his studies at the Curtis Insti-
tute of Music (Philadelphia) under
Carter Brey, principal cellist of the
New York Philharmonic. His “young
artist” awards are lengthy and leg-
endary. Among these is the Sphinx
Medal of Excellence (2016), a ca-
reer grant awarded to extraordinary
young classical Black and Latinx
musicians.

In 2024, The New York Times
hailed Mr. Cabezas for his perfor-
mance in the East Coast premiere of
California composer Gabriella
Smith’s first full-length album, Lost

Coast, recorded in Iceland with Mr.
Cabezas and composed for him. This
recording was “re-imagined as a
dense soundscape predominantly
comprised of layered voice and
cello” (Projects—Gabriel Cabezas).
In 2023, the Los Angeles Philhar-
monic, featuring conductor Gustavo
Dudamel and soloist Gabriel
Cabezas, first premiered the con-
certo version of Lost Coast in LA.

Also in 2023, Mr. Cabezas co-
founded the string quartet Owls,
distinctive for its “two cello sound”
(vs. two violins) and described as
“a dream group…” (NYTimes).
Owls “weaves together new com-
positions with fresh arrangements
of music ranging from the 1600s to
the present.” (About-- Gabriel
Cabezas). Following his recital at
St. Paul’s on January 19, Mr.
Cabezas will perform with Owls on
February 8 at 92NY (NYC).

Upcoming concerts in the 2024-
2025 Steeple Concerts season in-
clude the Sybarite5 (String Quin-
tet) (Sunday, March 16) and the
always-thrilling Masterworks Con-
cert (Sunday, May 18). This year’s
much-anticipated event will feature
the Verdi Requiem with full chorus
and orchestra.

Artwork from Inroads to
Opportunities Exhibited

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of County Commissioners is
pleased to present a collection of
artworks by students from Inroads to
Opportunities in an exhibit at the
Commissioners Gallery, located on
the 6th floor of the Union County
Administration Building at 10
Elizabethtown Plaza. Gallery hours
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekdays. The
exhibit will be displayed through
February 3.

“The Inroads to Opportunities art
program exemplifies the profound
impact that art can have in fostering
creativity, confidence, and inclu-
sion,” said Commissioner Chair-
woman Lourdes Leon. “It is truly
inspiring to see the dedication and
talent of these artists, and we are
thrilled to share their work with the
public through this exhibit.”

This art program is made possible
by a HEART Grant (History, Educa-
tion, Arts Reaching Thousands) from
the Union County Board of County
Commissioners. HEART grants
serve as a way to strengthen Union
County’s non-profit organizations,
artists and scholars, so they can pro-
vide innovative projects related to
the arts, humanities, and history.

Inroads to Opportunities, a not-
for-profit organization, provides an
environment where individuals with
disabilities can develop and become

productive and employable. Mak-
ing works of art provides a thera-
peutic and creative outlet for the
participants. The artists share their
inner talents using a wide range of
media, such as acrylic, watercolor,
crayon, pastel, pen, and pencil. The
center started this art program in
2003 and continues to achieve great
success.

“Union County is a community
built on the strength of its people,
and this exhibit exemplifies the in-
credible talents that make our county
unique,” said Commissioner Bette
Jane Kowalski, Liaison to the Cul-
tural & Heritage Advisory Board.
“Through the HEART Grant pro-
gram, we are proud to support initia-
tives that empower individuals and
create opportunities for all to ex-
press themselves through art.”

The Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, part of the
Department of Parks and Recreation,
coordinates the exhibits displayed at
the Commissioners Gallery.

For more information about this
exhibit or other arts and history pro-
grams in Union County, please con-
tact the Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, NJ 07202. You can reach them
by phone at 908-558-2550, via NJ
Relay at 711, or by email at
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Choral Art Society of NJ
Announces January Concert
WESTFIELD – Choral Art Soci-

ety of New Jersey will present the
first concert of its 63rd season on
Sunday, January 26 at 3 p.m. The
concert will feature a perfect pairing
of works by composers Marianna von
Martines (1744-1812) and Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791). The
Dixit Dominus by Martines and the
Missa brevis in Bb K.275 by Mozart
will be performed with professional
soloists and orchestra. The concert
will be held at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield. The audience is
invited to an open reception follow-
ing the concert.

Martines and Mozart were con-
temporaries from the fertile musical
landscape of 18th century Vienna.
They traveled in the same musical
circles and could often be found play-
ing duets on the fortepiano at the
popular Viennese salon events of the
1780s. In addition to Martines’s 7
movement Dixit Dominus and
Mozart’s 6 movement Missa Brevis
in Bb K.275, the concert will include
two of Mozart’s seventeen short in-
strumental Church Sonatas. It will
conclude with one of Mozart’s most
beloved works, the beautiful Ave
Verum Corpus K.618.

The performance will be conducted

by Choral Art Society of NJ’s Music
Director, John Wilson, and will fea-
ture the group’s accompanist, Carol
Walker on organ and harpsichord.
Soloists Colleen Kinderman (So-
prano), Melissa Fajardo (Mezzo-So-
prano), Mike Williams (Tenor), and
Jacob Kinderman (Baritone) will join
the chorus and orchestra.

Adult tickets are $30 in advance /
$35 at the door. Senior/Student tick-
ets are $25 in advance / $30 at the
door. Under 18 are admitted free. To
purchase advance tickets for the Janu-
ary 26 concert (snow date February
2nd), visit www.casofnj.org

Choral Art Society of New Jersey
originated as The Suburban Sym-
phony Chorus in 1962. Dedicated to
the study and performance of the great
choral masterpieces, the chorus per-
forms works spanning many centu-
ries and styles. It is a 501 (c) (3) non-
profit organization whose members,
with a variety of training and experi-
ence levels, share a common joy in
singing and community. Visit
www.casofnj.org for more informa-
tion about the group or to donate.

This concert is made possible in
part by funds from the Union County
Office of Cultural & Heritage Affairs,
a partner of the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts

Union County Teen Arts
Touring Exhibit On Display
COUNTY — The Union County

Board of County Commissioners is
pleased to announce that the 2024
Teen Arts Touring Exhibit is currently
on view at the Plainfield Public Li-
brary located at located at 800 Park
Avenue. This year’s exhibit is a selec-
tion of 21 works selected from the
2024 Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val, an annual two-day event celebrat-
ing creativity in the literary, perform-
ing and visual arts held at Trailside
Nature & Science Center in
Mountainside.

“Union County is proud to show-
case the incredible talents of our young
artists through the Teen Arts Touring
Exhibit,” said Union County Com-
missioner Chairwoman Lourdes M.
Leon. “As a former educator, I have
always believed in the power of the
arts in education. This program not
only highlights the creativity of our
students, but also brings communi-
ties together to celebrate the arts. I
encourage everyone to visit the
Plainfield Public Library and experi-
ence the works on display.”

The Union County Teen Arts Tour-
ing Exhibit, now on display at its final
stop the Plainfield Public Library, has
made its way across the County, in-
spiring audiences at each destination.
Visitors can enjoy the exhibit in
Plainfield through March 7, 2025.
Admission is free and open to the
public. The 2024 Teen Arts Tour in-
cludes the following local exhibiting
students: Madison Cardona, from
Cranford High School; Maria Thomas
from the Union County Academy of
the Performing Arts; and Anthony
Granados from the Union County Vo-
cational-Technical High School.

The Union County Teen Arts Festi-
val & Touring Exhibit is coordinated
each year by the Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs and the Department
of Parks & Recreation. For more in-
formation about all Cultural & Heri-
tage Affairs programs and services,
please contact the Office at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202; telephone
(908) 558-2550; or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ relay us-
ers dial 711.

Mountainside Author
Publishes Memoir

MOUNTAINSIDE – A Glimpse into
My Enormity, a new book by Dave
Schipper (Jacque), has been released
by Dorrance Publishing Co., Inc.

At 10 years old, young Dave Schipper
sits down at the dinner table unaware
that his life is about to change dramati-
cally. His father has news: The family is
moving to Switzerland. Due to Mr.
Schipper’s work, Dave and his parents
must now set off on a journey abroad,
bringing them to the breathtaking snow-
capped Alps and an inevitable culture
shock. This memoir chronicles Dave’s
incredible coming-of-age adventures
in Switzerland and across Europe, lead-
ing up to the family’s next move to
Japan. Through his travels, Dave gains
a thoughtful appreciation of different
customs. A Glimpse into My Enormity

shares the adventures he experienced
as well as the knowledge he gained,
encouraging the reader to go explore
the world for themselves.

A native of Beloit, WI, Dave Schipper
had a career in the transportation indus-
try before retiring. He graduated from
the American School in Japan. In his
free time, he enjoys his gardens, golf,
skiing, exploring New England, canvas
painting & writing poetry. Dave cur-
rently resides in Mountainside with his
wife, two children and six grandchil-
dren.

A Glimpse into My Enormity is a 96-
page paperback with a retail price of
$14 (eBook $9) visit https://
bookstore.dorrancepublishing.com/
products/a-glimpse-into-my-enormity
to purchase the book.


